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ppm » Plf ClAHnilMENTS 

Claims 1-28 are pending. Claims 1, 12, 21, 22 and 26 have been amended. 
Claims 1-6, 8-10, 12-19, 21-23 and 26-28 were rejected under 35 USC §102(a) as 
being anticipated by Freivald a/., U.S. Paten. No. 5,983.268 (hereinafter "Freivald"). 

Claims?, ,1,20 and 24-25 were rejected under 35 USC §103(a) as bemg 

unpatentable over Freivald in view of Ohashi, U.S. Patent No. 6,408,297. 

Freivald rs directed to a system and method for detecting and alerttng to changes 
to numerical fields in pre-identified O'.e, registered) web pages. A user idenffies one or n,ore 
web page using each page's URL. The user also identifies numeric data fields m a page. A 
responder fetches a web page and generates markers for identifying locations ""^^^ 
fie,d(s) identified by the user in that web page. A spreadsheet user-interface is provtd«l that 
allows the user to set up formulas that specify c*ulattons to be made on the numertc data 
field(s) fiom the web page(s). The system periodtc^ly re-fetches the same web page(s) and 
extracts .esh numeric values 6om the f^esh copy of each web page .om locattons t ennfied by 
the makers. Tire results of the user-entered formulas are recalculated using the fres nttmenc 
values, and a change in the numeric data field(s) of the web page(s) that cause a recalculated 
result to exceed a predetermined condition are signaled to the user. 

It is respectfully asserted that Freivald fails to teach or suggest the presently 
claimed invention For example, with regard to claim 1, Freivald fails to teach or suggest the 
limitation ofparstng a model page to g^ a fitst string of s^bols ^ 
the plurality of HTML tags as is now recited therein. It was stated in the Advtsory Actton dta. 
the mar^erstringandnumericstrtngofFretvaldareboth^wtththeHTML tags and are 

used in a comparison. Thus, it is asserted that Fre.vald fails to teach or suggest 
symbols .ose^EffldrnM of the plurality of HTML tags as ,s presently clatmed^ Fretvald, 
to the contrary, teaches a parser 32 that reads characters from a highlighted portion of a source 
document to determine a numeric data stnng within that portion. A marker is also stored, for 
example several characters before or after the tdentifed numeric data stnng, for use tn locattng 
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numeric field ,a.er. Freivald teaches « a .arte -nay be an HML ,ag or « befo. or^ 
.te me numeric data field (see. e.g., Freivald a. eolu^ 6, lines 20-24 and cla.m 6, hne 67 o 
,1 7 line .2). This, however, does no. teach or suggest generating syntbols correspondtng 
ero;theHl.ags. -er, thts teaches ustng the actual HTML tags or. e.tro..e 
document. Thus. Freivald is only concerned wi«. identifying a nuntenc stnng/da a ,el that 
already present in the page. The present invention to the contrary, parses the content 

Highlit ed porUon of a model page and«.a string of symbols o 
IfH^MLtagsinthatportionofthemodelpage. For example, tagelementsinthepagemaybe 

::l.ed.oli,uenumbersorcharac.crs.NowheredoesFre.va.dteachorsuggestg^^^^^^ 
string of symbols corresponding to HTML tags. Rather, Freivald teaches us.ng a spec.fic HTML 
tag or textL the page as a marker. Freivald. therefore, does not teach generatmg a symbol for 
an HTML tag and using such symbols in a comparison of symbols. 

Freivald also fails to teach or suggest the limitations of retrieving a second web 
page associated with a URL different than the model page, parsing the second page to gerterate a 
Lond string of symbols corresponding to each of theHTML tags of the second page, and 
::par.ng:efrandsecondst,n,gsasarerec,tedinc.a.m..Fre.vald,to.heco^^^^^^^ 

detecting changes in the same web page, changes to a web page at a specfic ^L. That ,s, 
Freivald.eachcsre-fe.chinsaresisteredwebpage,identifiedbyaspecificURL.a« 
.pccificmarkednumertc datafteldsinpreset calculations. Fnevald also teachesthatmuuple 

web pages may be similarly marked, re-fetched and the numeric data fields used tn preset 
calculations for Just that page or in combined calculations where data from multtple pages are 
used, in Ute single page calculation case, the numeric values ftom the same page are used tn a 
preset calculation and no comparison is made of strings of symbols generated for two d.tfer nt 
ages, ht the combtned calculation case, Fre.vald also fails to teach or 
of symbols generated for a model web page and a second web page havmg a d.fferen URL 
:Iineltherporiionsofthes.rinssaresim,.arasisclaimed.Ra.her.theca— 

preset and there is no teach.ng of a comparison. The Examtner has cited to column 9, Imes - 
0 of Freivald for the proposition that an equal sign - indicates comparison. However, upon a 
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reading of this section, it is clears that the equal sign ' referred to is used solely as part of a 
calculation. That is, the equal sign ' is used solely as an assignment to provide the value for 
the actual calculation performed, and does not suggest a comparison. Further, Freivald only 
teaches processing numeric data fields and makes no mention of comparison processing of a 
string of symbols, such as using a pattern matching algorithm. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully asserted that independent claim 1 and all claims 
depending therefrom, based at least on their dependency, are patentably distinguished over 
Freivald for at least the above reasons. Lidependent claims 12, 21 and 22 include similar 
Umitations as presented in claim 1 . Applicants therefore also respectfully assert that these claims 
and all claims depending therefrom are similarly distinguished for at least the above reasons. It 
is noted that the remaining cited references also fail to teach or suggest the limitations of the 
independent claims not found in Freivald. 

With regard to independent claim 26, for similar reasoning as above, it is 
respectfully asserted that Freivald fails to teach or suggest the limitations of generating a first 
string of symbols for a plurality of HTML tags associated with a first area of interest in a model 
page, wherein each symbol corresponds to one of the plurality of HTML tags in the page, 
retrieving a second web page associated with a different URL than the model page and 
generating a second string of symbols for the HTML tags of the second web page, wherein each 
second symbol corresponds to one of the plurality of HTML tags in the second web page. 
Further, for similar reasoning as above, Freivald also fails to teach or suggest the limitation of 
comparing as is recited in claim 26. 
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In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe all claims now pending in this 



Application are in condition for allowance and an action to that end is respectfully requested. 



If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 



this application, please telephone the undersigned at 925-472-5000. 



TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor 

San Francisco, California 94111-3834 

Tel: 925-472-5000 

Fax:415-576-0300 

GTG:sea 

60329746 v1 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 



Gerald T. Gray 
Reg. No. 41,797 
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